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BEDALE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
North Riding of Yorkshire. 
Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 


the year ending 
3lst December, 1958. 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
Bedale Rural District Council, 


SIR, MADAM AND GENTLEMEN, 


I have the honour of presenting to you my Annual Report for 
the year ending 3lst December, 1958. 


PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL. 


bas One Medical Officer of Health (Part-time) 
=} One Public Health Inspector & Surveyor pe Eeevine, 


(4) One Additional Public Health Inspector (Part-time 
(4) One Waterworks Manager (Full-time) 
STATISTICS. 
Area. — WA ei oes 44,302 acres. 
Registrar General's estimate of resident 
opulation (mid 1958) save Was 8,450 
umber of inhabited houses according to 
Rate Books (end of 1958) Bese ees 2,207 
Rateable Value of the Area ees te B84.,653 
Product of a Penny Rate “—e onb-@ ue $9566 Se) Le 
NOTH: a | 2 


The figure given above for the estimated population includes 
Members of the Armed Forces stationed in the Area. 


EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR. 


Live Births. Male. Female. Total . 
Legitimate 66 82 es Birth Rate 
Illegitimate 2 3 5) 184 

68 85 153 

Stillbirths, 

Legitimate Z 2 5 
Illegitimate - - ~ 

Deaths. 

35 4% 28 Death Rate 


per 1,000 of 
the estimated 


resident 
pofulation 9.2 
Deaths of Infants under One Year of Age 2 Legitimate 
Deaths of Infants under Four Weeks of Age. 1 Legitimate 


Deaths from Maternal Causes ou eee ee 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF THE HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE ARBA. 


(a) Laboratory facilities. + Clinics and Treatment Centres 
(c) Nursing Services. (d) Hospitals. 
(e) Ambulance Services. 


During the year there has been some slight improvement in 
the accommodction for the chronic sick and infirn. 


The Home Help Service ,jhowever ystill continues to be very 
inadequate owing to the difficulty in obtaining suitable persons. 
This situation is probably aggravated in Bedale and its 
immediate surrounds by the fact that employment at the new 
County Modern School appears to be more attractive. 


The remaining Services referred to above have proved 
adequate during the year, 


The Infant Clinic previously held every fortnight in the 
Chantry Hut, Bedale, now takes place in Bedale Hall, owned by 
the Rural District Council, where the accommodation iS very 
satisfactory. 


DATA SUPPLIED BY THE WATERWORKS MANAGER. 
WATER. 


QUANTITY. 


The water supply over the whole aren has been satisfactory 
and an adequate and constant pressure of water has been afforded 
to 111 consumers in the Bedale District. 


QUALITY. 


The water supply to the whole area has been treated by 
chlorination and the quality has been very satisfactory since 
the last Annual Report. Fifteen samples have been taken from 
fittings supplied by the Council's mains in various parts of 
the Rural District. All these were forwarded to the Public Health 
laboratory at Northallerton, for analysis and in all cases proved 
satisfactory for drinking and domestic purposes. 


MAINS EXTENSIONS. 


During the year mains extensions have been carried out at 
the Council's Scruton 2nd Bedale Housing Sites, 


FRACTURED MAINS, 


During the year, work on fractured mains has been carried 
out at Aiskew, Bedale, Crakehall, Leeming, Stubbin Nook, Tanfield 
nnd Thornborough. In all cases this work has been undertaken and 
carried out with the least possible inconvenience to the consumers 
in the above-mentioned places. 


CONSUMPTION, 


Approximate daily consumption in the 
Bedale Rural District. (Normal consumers) 393,000 galls. 


Approximate daily consumption in the 
Leyburn Rural District. 46,000 galls. 
Leeming Aerodrome. 104,000 galls. 


Se 
Approximate totrl daily consumption, 543,000 gall 
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PRESSURE RECORDRS. 


Pressure recorders have been installed in various parts 
of the Bedrle 2nd Leyburn Rural District Council's areas of 
supply for record purposes, 


CONNECTIONS AND METERS. 


During the year, 59 connections have been taken from the 
Council's mains 2nd 12 meters installed, These are supplying 
farms, private dwellinghouses and Council houses etc.; in the 
Bedale Rural District. 


DATA SUPPLIED BY THE Lic \ITH INSPECTOR & SURVEYOR. 


~_— 


SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 


The sewers and sewrge disposal arrangements of the area have 
remeined unchanged during the year and unsatisfactory effluents 
have contimed to be discharged to water courses, gutters etc., 
in the mijority of the villeges. 


The Bedale and Aisxcw Sewernge Scheme has not been completed 
as anticipated but it is hoped that the Disposal Works will be 
brought into use early in 1959. The sewers in Aiskew will then 
be completed and existing properties can be connected. It is 
expected thot privy conversions will then proceed rapidly in 
both Bedale and Aiskew until there are no houses without water 
closets in the district served by the Scheme. 


The Sewage Disposal Works .t Leeming Bar are continuing to 
treat the Vale of Mowbray Bacon Factory effluent and in spite 
of considernble owerloading 2t the Works the effluent is 
gatisfactory., In view of the unsrtisfectory sewerage arrange me abs 
at Leeming together with the overloaded state of the Works at 
Leeming Bar, it is hoped that the Council may proceed at an 
early date with 2 Scheme for this area. New sewers would be 
required for Leeming and these could be arranged to discharge 
to an enlarged Works ot Leeming Bar, It would also be possible 
to treat the sewage of Iondonderry at the same works and it may 
be that the Leeming Bar Works could be sufficiently enlarged 
as part of the Scheme to deal ultimtely with the Londonderry 
SEWAEE 


REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL. 


This service continues to be provided by contract and has 
rem2ined unchanged during the year under review. This arrangement 
operates well ad very few complaints of neglect sre received 
from householders, 


The refuse is disposed of by tipping 1+ two tips in the 
arei. Tipping is controlled as fer 7s possible and it is the 
Contractors duty to keep the tips tidy. The refuse tips are 
situcted 1t Bedale and Leeming Bar. The Bedale tip is now 
owned by the Council and the other is rented. There have been 
no serious vermin infestctions °t cither tip and both are 
regularly treated to destroy rats. 


RODENT CONTROL. 


The Council employs no staff for this work and 3s che 
Agricultur.l executive Committee ceased to provide this service 
for forns towards the end of the year it was anticipated that 
some difficulty might arise. This has not occurred, however, 
ng one of their redundont operators commenced business in 
Bedale and contimed the service to farms on . contract basis. 
This man xppeors to be doing 2 good job 2nd is employed by the 
Council to trent its refuse tips on 1 contrmct basis. Few 
infestations are found in the ire. and when these do occur they 


Digitized by the Internet Archive " 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https ‘/larchive.org/details/o28912238 
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are usuxlly not serious, In 211 such cases the houscholders 
have been “ble to cleatr the vermin by poisoning and advice 1s 
given in this direction when necesssry, 


HOUSING . 


The survey of unfit houses his continued and is now almost 
completcd. It is evident from the survey that there are some 
225 houses in the District which are unfit for human hebitation. 
The Council is now well aware of this position and in planning 
its house building programme is endeavouring to provide houses 
in the worst 2reas so that unfit houses cin be either ‘cleared! 
or ‘closed’, 


One Clearance Arca has been dealt with at Crakehall during 
the year and this will necessitate the re-housing of four 
families, In addition the Council closed 13 houses in the area 
which were unfit for habitation, 


The Council built and completed 36 houses during the year 
and 15 were built by private persons. 


Owners of property have continued to take advantage of the 
Improvement Grants mide under the Housing Act 1949 and the Council 
approved grants in 11 cases. A further 4 applications were out= 
standing at the end of the year. 


MEA® AND FOOD INSPECTION. 


The number of slmughterhouses in the 2rea has remained © 
unchanged. All four premises sre of good standard although it 
is obvious thet some will need minor modifications when the 
new regulations come into force, It is anticipated that the 
owners will in each case be quite willing to carry out these 
Alterations, 


Mest Inspection continues to receive careful attention 
and as sleughtering is carried out every day at one or other of 
the slaughterhouses this results in meat inspection being 
carried out on 2ll seven dcys of the week. A full inspection 
Service is provided at s11 premises except the Bacon Factory, 
where the large numbers of pigs involwed necessitates a ‘spotting 
system', This system is carefully checked and works very 
satisfactorily. 


The business of pre-p2cking meat has not increased during 
the year and there .npears to be & possibility that it may in 
fact decrease. The premises where this is done are very 
satisfactory, howsver, and the methods employed ore good. 


A statement showing the animals slaughtered and meat 
condemned is att2rched and in order to give a clear record of 
the percentage of animals affected with disease 411 pigs are 
regarded as inspected at the Bacon Factory. 


The arrangements for the disposal of condemned meat fron 
the various sicughtering premises hive not been changed and ore 
satisfactory. 


MILK SUPPLY. 


The bulk of the milk supplied in the area continues to be 
delivered to the Retcilers in sealed bottles by the Wholesnle 
Dairies, The enpty bottles are collected by the Retailers and 
returned to the Deiries for cleansing. The remainder of the 
milk supplied in the District is produced 2nd bottled on farms 
where the bulk of the output is sold to the dairies. The 
premises ore inspected 9nd 211 are satisfactory. 
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There are in fact 11 deslers in the area who obtain their 
supplies from Wholes2le Dairies and 9 who produce the milk 
they retail. 


FOOD SHOPS AND FOOD HYGIENE. 


The number of shops has not varied and conditions are 
generally satisfactory, Where defects and unsatisfactory methods 
have been found it has been possible to have these remedied by 
informal action in all cases, 


One new bakechouse hus been opened and this is very satisfacton 
in 211 respects. 


A number of travelling: shops are operating in the district, 
some of these being stationed in adjoining Areas and only 
visiting the District in the course of their business. The 
shops operated by persons resident in the District are inspected 
from time to time and cre satisfactory. The bulk of the food 
sold from these vehicles is pre-packed which reduces the danger 
of contimination of the food. 


There are no ice-cream mamfacturing premises within the 
Area and 211 ice-cream sold is pre-pscked by the manufacturers 
and sold to the public in the manufacturers' wrappings. 


3s and Offnl inspected and condemned in 
art during the year ending DECEMBER, 1958. 


Carcis 
whole or in 


' Cattle | Sheep 
fxc luding Cows | Calves | & | Pigs 
Cows : Tambs 
aes eT ae See ee 
| | | 
lumber killed 2915 | 383 166 9467 169671 


lumber inspected , 2915 | 383 


111 diseases except oi 
tuberculosis and : 6 i 28 8 1 | 6S 
es | | 

ole carcases condemned 
jarcases of which some. | | 
art or grgan ws 278 ef : A Atty «992 
sondemns: 


percentage of the number: . | 3 | 
nspected affected with | ‘ " me. R : 
lisease other than ote ea a 9° 1s5 
juberculosis and cysticerci | ! 
fuberculosis only mae 5 ! oo eee 
Whole carcases condemned 2 a ae ~ l = | 
jarcases of. which some part : 
or organ was condemned |; 183 LOL | - ~ 
Percentage of number ! 
inspected affected with | 


tuberculosis | 604% 27 4 - | = | 3.0 
} 
sticcreosis | | 
arcases Of which somepart 1 aad. | 
or organ was condemne | 
Carcases submitted to 
treatment by refrigerstion 1 


Generalised and totally | 
ondemned | Nil 
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND 
OTHER DISEASE 


Disease. Total Cases. Deaths. 
Pheumonia 19 2 
Searlet Fever 5 Nil 
Measles 6 | Nil 
Poliomyelitis Nil Nil 
Diphtheria Nil Nil 
Food Poisoning Nil | Nil 
Whooping Cough 3 | Nil 


In common with other parts of the Countryycencer of the lung is 
ecoming more prevalent, 5 deaths occurring in the Area during the year. 


UBERCULOSIS. 
New Cases. 


Age Sex localisation of Disease 
32 F Tungs 
23 M tungs 
25 M lungs 


, Both the last two cases were notified as occuring in servicemen on 
leeming Aerodrome, 


No deaths from tuberculosis occurred during the year. 


. In concluding my Report, I should again like to express my thanks 
© your Public Health Inspectors find a 1180 to your Waterworks Manager 
for the very v2luable and efficient help they have rendered during 

che year. 


I have the honour to be Sir, Midam and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
ALAN W. HiNSELL, 
Medical Officer of Health. 
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